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and to be checked only by the gallows. No interces-
sion, no consideration of his holy calling, not the pen of
Johnson himself, could procure from George III., either
pardon, respite, or commutation of punishment for
Dr. Dodd. He was hanged, accordingly, on the 27th of
June, 1777, just two years, one month, and eight days
after the execution at Calcutta, for forgery, of the Rajah
Nuncomar; who, according to Mr. Macauiay, was most
foully murdered by Sir Elijah Impey.
The offence of forgery, which is certainly of dangerous
import in all communities, and which goes to the anni-
hilation of trust, credit, and security in commercial ones,
had, unhappily, been very prevalent among the natives
of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa; and since the foundation
of our empire by the great Clive, various efforts had
been made to check it. The Charter of George II., had
declared the law of England, civil and criminal, to be
the law of Calcutta, and before that Charter passed,
forgery had become a capital crime in England. As far
back as 1764, a Hindu of rank, like Nuncomar, had
been condemned to death for forgery; and, though he
had received the King's pardon, other natives had been
hanged, for the same crime, years before the-execution
of the Rajah Nuncomar.^
These punishments might doubtless be considered
as excessive, as they were then unusual; but it
does not appear, that they excited any great emotion
among the native population, or that either Hindus or
Mohammedans doubted that the severest measures must
be taken, in order to defend their respective property
from the far-spreading effects of such offences.
In the rude state of society in which the Koran was
composed, forgery was a transgression which could
scarcely have entered into the contemplation of the
Arabian camel-driver; but muftis and oulemas, the
expounders alike of Mohammedan religion and Mo-
hammedan law, in their commentaries and glosses,
written at a later period, and in a different state of
society, had found their attention called to the subject,
and had drawn up very severe laws against falsifyers of
deeds, as well as against clippers of coin. In the sum-
* Examination of Mr. Barwell, on Hastings's triaL Mr. Barwell deposed
tliat he had himself presided in tie Court Yrhich had condemned these men.
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